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the Heath penalty for theft. Hitherto theft could be
punished with death only when it was linked with a
counter-revolutionary act or intent. By a decree passed
in August, 1932, the property of any collective or co-
operative, communal property in short, is declared to
be social property and theft of such property a social
and political offence of the category punished with
death. Except for this provision the Soviet government
does not go back on its fundamental penal principles.
Scientific investigation of crime has made available to
the government much vital information about the
criminal. It is the view of the Soviet government, how-
ever, that this information only confirms the correct-
ness and practicability of its accepted criminal and
penal policies.
Crime in the Soviet Union continues to be looked
upon as a phenomenon Illustrating the lack of culture
on the part of the Russian people which is to be cured
with education rather than repression. The Soviet au-
thorities are proceeding apace with their plans and
programmes for finding and substituting other alterna-
tives for prisons. For some time now sentences of one
year and under are not served in institutions ot any
sort. The offender remains at home and sticks to his
job. But the government withholds weekly a certain
sum from his wages as a fine for his offence. It is the
theory of the Soviet criminologists that offenders are
far more impressed with the wrongness of their con-
duct when they have to pay for it on the installment